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President’s Address 

Welcome to the 2018/2019 season. 

To be added to final version

Kiernan Wagstaff
President
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SVA Committee

Role Name Email

President Kiernan “Kiwi” Wagstaff
president@volleyballsussex.co.uk

Secretary Dan Wright secretary@volleyballsussex.co.uk

Treasurer Freda Bussey treasurer@volleyballsussex.co.uk

Men’s Division 1 Secretary John Burlet
mens1@volleyballsussex.co.uk

Men’s Division 2 Secretary Martin Fisher
mens2@volleyballsussex.co.uk

Ladies Division Secretary Vicky Sarfield ladies@volleyballsussex.co.uk

Juniors Co-ordinator James Clow juniors@volleyballsussex.co.uk

Fixtures Secretary Louise Faber fixtures@volleyballsussex.co.uk

Tournaments Secretaries         Simon Lewis
tournaments@volleyballsussex.co.uk

Webmaster         Giulio Portioli webmaster@volleyballsussex.co.uk
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League Entries – 2018/2019

For the 2018/19 season, a total of 22 teams have been registered with the SVA League
as follows:

Men’s 1 division

1. Arun Men1
2. Brighton Jaguars
3. Eastbourne Phoenix
4. Sussex Uni Men1
5. Worthing Vipers
6. Worthing Jets

Men’s 2 division

1. Arun Foxes
2. Dolphins Men1
3. Dolphins Men2
4. EG Aces
5. Freedom (Brighton)
6. Llamedos
7. Scorpions 
8. Sussex Uni Men2
9. Worthing Sharks

Ladies’ division

1. Arun Vixens
2. Brighton Ocelots
3. Dolphins Ladies
4. EG Harlequins
5. Eastbourne 

Valkyries
6. Sussex Uni Ladies 
7. Worthing Angels
8. Worthing Demons

Notes

 All fixtures must be played as per official schedule, unless there are exceptional 
circumstances as laid out in this manual; some clubs do not have any dates to 
re-arrange a fixture to.

 Some fixtures will seem irregular to some teams. This is in order to 
accommodate venue, multiple teams, National League fixtures and non-
availability requirements of some clubs.

 All League matches will consist of the best of 5 sets. In the case of league 
matches 3 points are awarded for a win, 1 point for losing a match, and no 
points for forfeiting a match. 

League structure

All divisions: all the teams in each division will play each other home and away once 
between 28/09/2018 and 30/04/2019.  

All teams in a division will play each other once at home and once away.
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League results – 2017/2018

Men’s Divisions

Div1

Div2

Div3

Ladies Divisions

Div1

Div2
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SVA 2017/18 end of Season Awards

Men’s1 – Farid Yousofnejad (Brighton)
Men’s2 – Matt Rogers (Scorpions)
Men’s3 – Mark Newcombe (Dolphins)

Womens1 – Louise Faber (Worthing)
Womens2 – Michaela Halmichova (Dolphins)

Team of the year – EG Harlequins
Club of the Year – Arun Volleyball Club
Coach of the year – Andy Lay (Worthing)
Volunteer of the year – Giulio Portioli (EG)
Official of the year – Kieran Wagstaff (Llamedos)
Junior of the year – Lydia Rauf (EG)
Junior of the year – Cameron Cooke (Worthing)
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Junior volleyball in Sussex and the South East

Worthing Volleyball Club are continuing to run their junior training 16:30 – 17:30 every
Tuesday during term time.  

James Clow at East Grinstead is also running a successful junior club.

Arun Volleyball Club run a juniours volleyball academy for 10yrs and above

There will also be the usual program of South East Training, check the SEVA website 
below for dates.

SEVA: http://www.southeastvolleyball.co.uk/
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Beach volley in the South East

The Worthing Sand court is available for all registered Sussex Volleyball Players on a 
Wednesday evening 18:00 – 20:00

Kirsty Starmer is running beginners training on a Friday evening on one court and the 
other available for games.

See the websites below for more detail including the glow series of tournaments 
coming up.

Beach Volleyball School: http://www.beachvolleyballschool.co.uk/
Yellowave: http://www.yellowave.co.uk/
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Team codes

The following codes are to be used on the score sheets at league matches as per FIVB 
rules.

For the 2018/19 season, a total of 22 teams have been registered with the SVA League
as follows:

Men’s 1 division

Arun Foxes AM1
Brighton Jaguars BM1
Eastbourne Phoenix

EM1
Sussex Uni Men1 UM1
Worthing Jets WM2
Worthing Vipers WM1

Men’s 2 division

Arun Foxes AM2

Dolphins Men1 DM1
Dolphins Men2 DM2
East Grinstead Aces

GM1
Freedom (Brighton)

FM1
Llamedos LM1
Worthing Sharks WM3
Scorpions SM1
Sussex Uni Men2 UM2

Ladies’ division

Arun Vixens AL1
Brighton Ocelots BL1
Dolphin Ladies 1 DL1
E Grinstead Harlequins

GL1
Eastbourne Valkyries

EL1
Sussex Uni Ladies UL1
Worthing Demons

WL2
Worthing Angels WL3
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SVA competition rules

Club/Team administration

1. EVA rules will apply to the conduct of SVA matches where not varied by local 
rules.

The Sussex Volleyball Association has a zero tolerance policy against poor 
behaviour on court and specifically any bad behaviour directed at the match 
officials or across the net to the opposing team. This applies to players, 
substitutes, coaches and anyone associated with your club. Penalty points will 
be applied for any "Penalty, Expulsion or Disqualifications" given by the referee 
in accordance with Rule 30 of the SVA handbook.

2. All clubs will maintain a financial goodwill deposit of £35.00 with the SVA. This is
intended as an additional token of commitment and will enable the SVA 
Committee (SVAC) to levy appropriate fines against teams which infringe any of
these rules.

In the event that all or any of the deposit is forfeited, the deposit must be made 
up in full within 14 days of despatch of the fine notice.

Fines not paid…
Within 14 days loss of all points during the unpaid period
Within 4 weeks expulsion of team from League and KO Cup

3.1. All league entry fees and goodwill deposits must be paid by the 5th August  
2016 and until such money is paid in full any matches played by the teams 
concerned shall be deemed to have been lost 3 – 0 by the offending team.

3.2. Each team must register with the SVA the names of all players in that team by
completing the player registration form. Enrolment fee is £10.00 per player. 
Player registrations must be completed before the start of the team’s first 
game. Further registrations may be made on the day of a match as long as an 
email is sent to the division secretary and SVA treasurer with the player’s 
details and evidence payment has been made by bank transfer. Players who 
are registered EVA coaches and can show their current EVA coaching card are 
exempt from the enrolment fee.

3.3. After the end of January, there will be no transfers between teams or clubs 
unless an exemption is made by SVAC.

Fixture arrangements

4. All matches are automatically confirmed on publication of the definitive fixture
programme on the SVA website.

5. All disputes shall first be considered by the League Managers and when 
necessary referred to the SVAC.

6. No matches shall be played after the final scheduled fixture shown in the 
handbook unless agreed under rule 8.1.

7.

8. All League matches will consist of the best of 5 sets. In the case of league 
matches 3 points are awarded for a win, 1 point for losing a match, and no 
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points for forfeiting a match.
League positions are decided on points won. In the event of teams being equal
on points the final league positions will be decided on sets difference, then 
sets for, then sets against and if this doesn't give a clear placing with respect 
to promotion/demotion to have a playoff at a neutral venue.

8.1. The fixture list is published in draft form for consultation in July/August. 
Fixtures may only be re-arranged at short notice during the season in the 
following circumstances, or with the agreement of the league manager:

a. The venue is unavailable due to unforeseen circumstances. The home 
team must inform the designated club contact of the visiting team at 
least 3 days before the fixture date.

b. Difficult weather conditions on the day of the match

…and in both cases the League Manager and Fixtures Secretary MUST be 
informed.

Fixtures may be re-arranged for other reasons with the agreement of both 
teams. All re-arrangements are subject to the following rules:

A date for the postponed match must be agreed within 28 days of the date the
game was postponed. The team postponing the game is primarily responsible 
for rearranging the game and will be liable for the penalty points under rule 28
if adequate arrangements are not made. If a suitable date cannot be found the
team who did not initiate the postponement can claim the game. All games 
must be played by the end of the season prior to the AGM.

9.1. Failure of teams to attend matches (except as under Rules 8.1 and 8.2) will be
dealt with as shown in the penalty point table rule 30.

9.2. Expenses MUST be claimed through the SVAC and not directly from the 
offending team. The final decision on the level of any expenses to be claimed 
will rest with the SVAC.

9.3. Where the team offended against is the home team a completed score sheet 
must be submitted to the League Manager. Where the team offended against 
is the away team a team list must be submitted to the League Manager.

League match arrangements

10.1.  It is the Home teams responsibility to email the away team to confirm the 
fixture a minimum of two weeks prior to the match. 
For those matches where a Home team is playing at the away venue it is the 
responsibility of the home team to confirm that all details – venue, start time, 
officiating is all in place. It is the Away teams responsibility to ensure that this 
has been organised and confirmed. 

10.2. The time published in the Handbook is the warm-up start time and except 
where varied by the home team entry in the handbook, the first ball is due to 
be served 30 minutes later. 

10.3. The first ball will not be served until both teams and officials are on court. Any 
team causing a delayed start will be penalised as follows:

DELAY PENALTY

12



Team not available for match start 
time

Loss of first set

Over 15 minutes Loss of second set
Over 30 minutes Loss of third set

10.4. It is the responsibility of the home team to start on time and provide enough 
court time to play the game. If the game then overruns the home team forfeits
the match

11. The minimum number of players for the Men’s lowest Division and the 
Ladies Division is five, in which case three shall be front court players. 
Serving penalties shall apply for teams playing with five. If a team is playing a
libero and only have 7 players then if a player is injured the libero can 
substitute as a normal player for the injured player immediately. If a team 
playing with six suffers an injury and can only continue the match with 5 
players - serving penalty will be applied.

12. Clubs may field mixed teams in the Men’s Divisions but the net must 
remain at Men’s height.

13. The minimum roof height shall be 7 metres for Men’s Div. 1 and Ladies 
League matches. Teams can elect to play at home (by informing the Fixtures 
Secretary before the beginning of the season) if their opponent’s hall does not
meet this requirement.

14. All teams must turn out in matching shirts with numbers attached.  Only 
if the mismatching shirt is shown on the score sheet will the penalty points 
apply as in rule 30.

15. The home team must arrange for the following officials at matches:-
• EVA Qualified Referee
• Competent 2nd Official
• preferably 2 lines persons but none will be acceptable
• Scorer

When the SVA have assigned a referee two competent line judges must be 
supplied by the home team

The home team must provide a qualified 1st referee for ALL matches 
(Men’s and Ladies) or the game will be forfeited by the home side. If there 
is any doubt over the referee’s qualifications, the game must be played on 
the night with any comments being put on the score sheet. A final decision 
on the match result will then be made by the SVAC.

The details of these officials must be entered on the score sheet and must 
include the referees qualification and number. Penalty points for non-
compliance will be applied as per table in point 30.

15.1 If SVA arrange a referee they will be paid £20 per game.  

The home team in any fixture must make available at least four good quality balls 
for the use of the visiting team if they require them.

16. The home team secretary must input all results or text results to League 
Republic within 24 hours and text or email the appropriate Division manager 
within 24 hours two photos of the score sheet. 

1. Whole score sheet
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2. Close up of the remarks, summary and players
a. Score sheets must be completed legibly with team names, set scores and
the names of all players and officials. All matches must be recorded on EVA 
score sheets.
b. Score sheets are to be completed in triplicate and copies as follows:-

Top copy Appropriate League Manager
Middle copy Away Team
Bottom copy Home Team

c. Only the 1st referee may complete the remarks box on the score sheet 
provided the correct FIVB protocol has been observed.

d. Home teams must have available team sheets for both home and away 
teams for the scorer.  These can be viewed on electronic devices or printed 
from the SVA website.  Coaches/captains must advise the Scorer of players 
playing up or down.

17.    Teams consistently guilty of inadequate match organisation will be 
subject to penalties as laid out in Rule 30 and to review by the SVAC.

18. Promotion and relegation will in general operate on a "two up, two down" 
basis but may be subject to variation by the SVAC in order to administer 
variable entries at the start of the season. 

Eligibility of players

19. No player may play for more than one club in the league. This rule also 
applies to Challenge Cup matches. Exceptions will only be made with the 
agreement of SVAC. Ladies may play in the men's division for another club if 
they do not play for the men's team within their ladies team club. These ladies
should be highlighted to the SVAC before the start of the season.

20. Movement of Players within a Club. Where a club has more than one 
team within the leagues, they must register players for a single team within 
that club. However, one player per match may play up any number of times 
for a team within that club for which they are not registered as a player. 
However a player may only play down if the team would otherwise only have 5
players.

21. When a club expands to have an additional men’s or ladies team for the 
first season they can play two players up at any point.  They can also play two 
players down to make up a team of 6 players.
 
In the case of players under 18 as at 1st September, they are eligible to play 
for any team within the club therefore overriding any rule restricting only 1 
player to be played up/down in a match.  This rule does not apply to Cup 
matches.

If any club suspects an infringement of this rule the League Manager shall 
check the score sheets to assess the validity of the allegation.

22. Players transferring between clubs during the season will have to wait 
one game from the date the relevant league secretary is notified in writing of 
the transfer request.  
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22.1. Players transferring between teams within the same club will be eligible to 
play for the new team from the date the relevant league secretary is notified
in writing.  If the same player wishes to transfer a second time they will have
to miss one game from when the league secretary is notified in writing.

Sussex Player of the Season award

23. There will be one award for each division. After each match the team 
captains shall nominate a player of the match from the opposing team and the
referee will confirm that he agrees with the selection. If necessary the referee 
may change the vote if he considers that either captain’s vote is 
unsportsmanlike. The player with the most recommendations at the end of the
season will be the winner.

The player of the match nomination shall be made at the end of the match, 
before the players leave the hall.

Players playing up or down should be noted on the score sheet and are 
ineligible to receive the player of the match award.

EVA requirements

24. U18 players in a team must be clearly identified on the player registration
forms. The SVA remind all clubs with U18 players to ensure that they are 
aware of and follow the guidelines contained in the EVA Child Protection 
Policy. All clubs affiliated with the SVA should have received a copy of this 
policy from the EVA. If this is not the case please contact the EVA National 
Office on 01509 227722. Further any club with U18 players should also ensure
that at least one member of their club possesses the appropriate CRB check 
and that person is in attendance where U18 players are either playing or 
training if a parent is not in attendance.

25. All clubs must be affiliated to the EVA. (See Constitution Para. 10) This 
has personal indemnity implications and is an imperative. Affiliation 
applications and payment of fees must be made directly between the club and
the EVA in August each year. No matches may be played by a club unless the 
SVAC has received confirmation that the club is affiliated. If during a season it 
is discovered that a club has not affiliated to the EVA all teams within the club 
will have all points won to that date deducted.

26. Each club should have a qualified coach who is registered with the EVA 
and whose registration is up to date with the EVA.

SVA administration

27. It is compulsory for each club to be represented at every SVAC meeting 
(see Constitution Para. 4). Failure to attend SVAC meetings is a breach of SVA 
rules and will result in penalties as listed in the table under Rule 30.

28. The SVAC reserves the right to vary the number of divisions depending 
upon the number of entries that are received for the league. 

29. Registered EVA coaches have free membership to the SVA if they submit 
a details of their registration number with the player registration form.
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30. Teams will receive penalty points for poor or inadequate organisation. For
every 10 points accumulated by a team they will be deducted 1 league point. 
Any team accumulating 100 points will be immediately suspended for the 
remainder of the season from all SVA competitions.

Rule Action
Point

s

1 Any team whose player receives a red card* 10

3.2
Non-registered player (per player, per match).  The
match is also awarded to the other team

5

8
Failure to follow correct protocol for rescheduling a 
match

10

9.1 Failure to attend a match without notice 40

9.1
Failure to attend a match with less than 24 hrs 
notice

20

14 Mismatching shirt (per player, per match) 2

15e No (qualified and registered) 1st Referee 10

15e No 2nd Referee 5

15e No Line Judge (if SVA referee assigned) 3

15e No Scorer 10

17 Failure to email/text score sheet within 24 hours 3

17a Incomplete Score Sheet 2

18
Failure to input result to League republic within 24 
hours

3

26
1st failure to send a representative to a SVAC 
meeting

5

26
Each subsequent failure to send a representative 
to a SVAC meeting

15

* Any cards given by a referee must come with a report from the referee and 
both team captains and will be brought to the committee for discussion. This 
will be in accordance with the EVA sanctions stated as follows:

Warning - No Sanction Yellow Card
Penalty - Sanction Red Card
Expulsion - Sanction Red and Yellow Card jointly
Disqualification - Sanction Red and Yellow card separately

31. Should there be any circumstances not covered by the preceding rules, the final
decision will rest with the SVAC.
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